1998

..-_‘

THE freedom of workin
from home might munﬁ
fabulous, but many self-
'n'l‘_llu_;-r.'d professicnals
say it is not all it"s cracked
up 1o be,

Domestic  dutles  alten
oreep Into work time, There
maay be dilficulties with meet-
ing clients at the affice und
many peaple find the lack of

contact with other woarkess
.-.-.:Iu:;nu_

sug-Ann Stanford, o proj-
et manager In vocatisnal
cducation nnd tralning, wor-
zed from hame for only six
months kefare & friend con-
vinced ker to mave out and
share an office

“"Because 1 am alss @&
mother of young children and
wid home a dot, 1 really
aceded 1o pet out,'’ sald Ms

Smanford, *'T was aften daing
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In a backlash to the isolation of
working from home, more
professionals are hiring their own city
offices which can come with a desk,
chairs and even a secretary for $320 a
week. Belinda Green reports.

and now | am much more
productive.”™”

She also enjova leaving her
work at the office

It's funtastic having =
gpoce of my own,” she gaid,
Al home the office space
was the children’s oo, [My
new office] is & small spacs,
bt it iz completely mine

Ma Stanford shores the
afflce space with thres others
- writer Jeany White, film-
maker £ae Harvey and fa-
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d yuars 8.75% pa, Paid monthly |
byoars 1.00% poa, Peid merthly
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"It i% good to share wath
people, You can share infor-
maton readily and we pive
each other moral suppor”
said Ms Sranfocd,

T'h‘ three rent space in
% Smadios ol
warehouse Cofversion in

- Trvestor

SoHo’s so gro

hur? Hglls,
s groowy. IU's got beast:.

ful dark ald Feasboards, enor-
mous windows with lots of
light and Eke-minded people,™

Robert Deans, managing
direcior of Deans Property,
the - leaslng agents for
Foveaurs Smdios, Langley
Terraces in East Svdney and
the dpcoming Aladdin Sm-
dios in Marrickville said:
""There is & huge demand for
chea ank:r space and &
Creatve eavironement,

"There is & strong growth
in professionals going into
srmall husiness — particularly
w.ll' the IT revolation — nnd
in the demand for community
siyle environments. There is
aizo the benefit of ghared
Tacilities suck as phatocapiers
and fax machinss"

Costs vary depending on
the bullding and lecation, bas
range from about 5Jh’! to
3500 a0 week for between 40
and [ 50=qm,

According to Cralg Plumh
of Jones Lang LaSalls, office
vicuncy rates in Sydney ore a
a L0-vear low.

Vacancy rates in the CBD
are 4.2pc, Morh E}'dncy
i.3pe, Chatswond 3.2pce and
Parcamaia 10pe.

lAN MCCANN: ' needed a central location for iIntarddews,”

According w Andy Col-
lins, a leasing executlve &
JTones Lang LaSalle, those
wiching ta rent smaller spaces
in premivm buildings in 1own
can gxpect to pay abowt §720
gross  [including  outgoings
such as building maintenance
bt not electriciny per sguare
melre per annum = or aboul
5550 o wesk for 40sgm

Tim Robinson, also of
Jones Lang LaSalle, said one
can expect o pay abaur £330
o 5250 per som per annum in
the caty fringe (3185 per week
for 40 sqgm for a B-grads
building).

Space in a premivm build-
ing in Bondi Junction is more
Ii!-:ri;,r to cost about 5330 to
$35sqm per annum (3261
per week pross for ddsg m)
Crafs decrense gs YOLL [Thoye
further out, or into C-grade
boildings. Make sure you
check exactly what your rent
COVERS = and what if dossn™L

Along with the surge in
interest for “funky'' spaces

signers,

— pften from griphic de-
urchitects and IT
roefessionals — there &5 an
increasing demand for ser-
viced offtces The benefits
here extznd to having o
receptionist o gnower the
phun:, e 0f mesling pooms
and, in - SOME Cassk, BYEN
fitness cenires.

[an MeCann has sun his
personnel recruilment com
puny, Insurance Appalnl
ments, from 3 service alffjce
in the city for 15 years,

“1 needed n cenirad lo-
cation as people ceme (o
mbarviews, g0 working from
home is ne go,'' be sald

His monthly reatal of
51,350 includes a small Fally-
furnished room with a desk,
two  visltors  chairs, fling
cuhingt and  phong  lines,
“Somieone inswers the phone
in my businsss name and
redirects the calls,”™ he says.
1 oused o answlr my own
calls, but nod any more.”

Anoiher growth area is the

ovy

ey, SEMON ALEENA

oflice wou kave when vour
nol l‘ﬂ\lllparl office, .]I!II.I'|I||:"
Mo, runs the wirual office
r:|{“i|i:'_'.'. Oiffice Asaiy

you can work from home
and give the lmpresion that
you work in the city even H you
con't kave an olfies, & if you
mowe around o lot'" ghe said,

"Someone will nnswer the
|'||||.|nr and put calls |Im1u}:h
b ¥ou, aad woe can use @
mesling roam when needed, '

I'ke cost ranges from 31340
cr woek [or p phone gnywer-
mg eervicd and business ad
dresa to o maximum of $220
per week

According o Mo, with the
increased use of nternet nd
gemitil facilities, there hua been
huge growth in the number of
Eﬂnpm working from ' home,
w0, ol seema, there I3 grawth in
selfemployed peopls moi
in both directions — 10 an
from the home office. As Kon

suggests, ' perhaps o the  bess
oplion - “depends  on wour
personalitg™,




